


Minnesota Department of Transportation 
District 7 
501 South Victory Drive Office Tel: 507-304-6100 
Mankato, MN 56001-5302 Fax: 507-304-6119 

February 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Honorable Congressman Tim Walz 
Minnesota First Congressional District 
United States House of Representatives 
1722 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
RE: Support for Mankato transportation projects 
 
Dear Congressman Walz, 
 
This letter is to express support for two city of Mankato projects; Madison Avenue Corridor 
Improvements and Mankato Railroad Corridor Mitigation Plan. 
 
Mn/DOT District 7 has been involved with the city of Mankato on both of these projects and is a 
partner in a multi-modal MATAPS (Mankato Area Transportation Planning Study), which includes 
support and coordination of these projects.  MATAPS partners include the cities of Mankato and 
North Mankato, counties of Blue Earth, Nicollet and LeSueur, Region 9 Development Commission, 
Minnesota State University - Mankato and Mn/DOT. 
 
Both projects include strong components of a multi-modal system and safety, and are important to 
the region in which Mankato serves as the hub.  Mn/DOT District 7 has been working with Mankato 
on the intersection of Madison Avenue and Highway 22 and looking at the potential for a 
roundabout to improve both mobility and safety.  With regard to the railroad mitigation plan, 
Mn/DOT strongly supports this separation of a rail crossing and the traffic on 3rd Avenue for 
significant safety benefits.  The rail crossing improvement has been a major part of the Mankato 
Railroad Corridor Mitigation Plan for several years.  The plan was initiated when the DM&E 
Railroad made known its plan for expansion. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James Swanson, P.E. 
Transportation District Engineer 
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